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The Fine Art of Lying
Alexandra Andrews

BOOK CLUB DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

ON CLARE: WHO SHE IS AND WHO SHE'S PRETENDING TO BE

1. From the very first pages, Clare describes herself as a secret imposter in Jed's world. Did you find that

relatable, annoying, or both? How much sympathy did you have for her at the start and did that

change?

2. Clare gave up her PhD when Sadie was born. Do you read that as a sacrifice she made for her family, a

choice she quietly resents, or something more complicated than either? Does the book take a position

on it?

3. Art is the thing that pulled Clare out of her upstate life and toward something bigger. Has anything

played that role for you, a subject, a place, a passion that cracked the world open a little?

4. Clare is described as 'refreshingly self-aware' in reviews, but she also makes some spectacularly bad

decisions. Can you be self-aware and still be your own worst enemy? Does the book make that

argument?

ON THE MARRIAGE

5. Jed is genuinely a good husband, loving, present, not a villain. Does that make what Clare does harder to

justify or somehow easier to understand? Would the story feel different if he were awful?

6. The book is full of small daily deceptions that most of us probably recognize. At what point do normal

social lies curdle into something that actually damages a relationship?

7. Clare keeps massive secrets from Jed throughout the novel. Is there a category of thing a partner simply

has the right to know, regardless of consequences? Or is that too absolute?

8. The ending of the book, specifically Clare's decision about her marriage, divided a lot of readers. Where

did your book club land on it? Did it feel earned, or did it come out of nowhere?

ON THE ART WORLD

9. Did the art world scenes feel glamorous to you, grotesque, or some unnerving mix? Did the book change

how you think about expensive art at all?

10. The painter at the center of everything, Blake Webley, is mysterious, elusive, difficult. We're drawn to

artists like that, in fiction and in real life. Why do you think that is? Is there something about
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inaccessibility that makes art feel more valuable?

11. Art forgery is central to the plot. If a forged painting is indistinguishable from the original, is it worth

the same thing? Does authenticity matter if no one can tell? This one will probably spark a fight.

You're welcome.

12. The novel has been called 'astute social satire.' What exactly is it satirizing, the art world specifically,

or something broader about how wealth and taste and cultural capital work together?

ON CLASS AND MONEY

13. Clare grew up working-class and married into the one percent. Does her outsider background give her

clearer eyes about the people around her, or does it make her more susceptible to being dazzled by

them?

14. Tasha Wolfe is one of those characters who's never quite a villain but never quite safe either. How does

she use her social position in the book? Is she ultimately sympathetic?

15. The hedge fund world, the art world, and shadowy Russian money all intersect in this story. Is

Andrews suggesting that crime and respectability exist on a spectrum rather than as opposites?

ON THE THRILLER ITSELF

16. Andrews has been compared to Agatha Christie. Did that feel right to you? What does she share with

Christie's style, and where does she go somewhere different?

17. The pacing in this book is relentless. What kept you turning pages, the mystery, Clare's voice, the

setting, or something else?

18. Without giving away the ending: did the twist land for you? Twists can feel like the whole book clicks

into place, or like the author cheated. Which was this?

19. Andrews has said the book came from her own love of art and her experiences with motherhood. Can

you feel those two threads running through Clare's story?

THE BIG ONES

20. By the end of the book, who do you think is the most skilled liar? And is lying presented as

straightforwardly destructive, or is there a version of it the novel treats more kindly?

21. Clare investigates the crime herself instead of going to the police, which is a completely unhinged

decision given the circumstances. Why does she do it? What does that choice reveal about her?

22. If you could ask Alexandra Andrews one question about this book, something you genuinely want

answered, what would it be?
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23. What book does your group nominate to read next, and what does it have in common with this one?


