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Discussion Guide for  

The Storm We Made by Vanessa Chan 

 

1. The novel explores the consequences of colonial power and the 

shocking repercussions that follow for Cecily Alcantara's family and 

their country. How does the setting in Malay during World War II 

contribute to the overall impact of the story? In what ways does the 

historical backdrop shape the characters' experiences? 

 

2. Cecily Alcantara's decision to become a spy for General Fujiwara sets 

off a chain of events with profound consequences for her family. How 

do you feel about Cecily's choices and the moral dilemmas she faces 

throughout the novel? Did your perception of her character change 

over the course of the story? 

 

3. The story is told from the perspectives of four unforgettable 

characters. How does this narrative structure enhance the storytelling? 

Did you find yourself connecting more with a specific character, and 

why? 

 

4. "The Storm We Made" delves into the complexities of family 

relationships during times of war. Discuss the impact of war on 

Cecily's relationships with her children—Jujube, Abel, and Jasmin. 

How does war affect the dynamics between family members? 

 

5. The book addresses the ambiguity of right and wrong when survival is 

at stake. Can you identify moments in the story where characters 

grapple with moral decisions? How do these moments contribute to 

the overall theme of the novel? 

 

6. How did the author's writing style and storytelling techniques 

contribute to your engagement with the novel? Were there specific 

passages or descriptions that stood out to you? 

 

7. What did you think about the novel's portrayal of the horrors of war, 

the relationships between the colonized and their oppressors, and the 

ambiguity of right and wrong. Were there specific scenes or passages 

that left a lasting impression on you regarding these themes? 

 

8. How does the author use symbolism, such as storms and the monsoon, 

to convey deeper meanings in the narrative? Discuss the significance 

of these elements throughout the book. 
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9. In the dual timelines of 1935-1945, the story reveals Cecily's 

transformation from a housewife to a spy and the repercussions on her 

family. How does the author use the structure of the narrative to build 

tension and suspense? Were there moments where you found the 

storytelling particularly impactful? 

 

10. The novel has received praise for its historical accuracy and portrayal 

of lesser-known aspects of World War II. Did you learn something new 

about the time and place from reading "The Storm We Made"? How 

did the historical context contribute to your understanding of the 

characters' experiences? 

 

11. The author's note mentions that the novel was inspired by the author's 

grandparents' reluctance to discuss the Japanese occupation in 

Malaya. How does this personal connection impact the authenticity of 

the story, and did it influence your perception of the narrative? 

 

12. Vanessa Chan's debut novel has been praised for its portrayal of 

historical events and the human impact of war. In what ways did the 

historical context enrich the storytelling? Did you find the portrayal of 

the Japanese occupation in Malaya (Malaysia) to be different from 

other WWII narratives you've encountered? 

 

13. How does the novel depict the complexities of espionage, and what are 

some instances where characters grapple with the consequences of 

their actions? 

 

14. The book club members have various opinions on Cecily's character, 

the storytelling, and the historical aspects. How did your individual 

perspectives shape your overall enjoyment of the novel? Did you find 

common ground with others in your group, or were there differing 

viewpoints? 

 

15. If you had to sum up the novel in a few words, how would you describe 

"The Storm We Made"? What emotions did it evoke for you, and would 

you recommend it to others? 

 


