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Discussion Guide for 

Come and Get It by Kiley Reid 

 

 

1.  What are your thoughts on the characters' interactions in the dorm 

setting? How does the setting contribute to the tension and drama in the 

story? 

 

2. Which character did you find most relatable or intriguing, and why? 

 

3. Share your most memorable roommate experience, whether good or bad. 

How did the dynamic among Kennedy, Peyton, and Tyler in "Come and 

Get It" resonate with any roommate experiences you've had? Explore the 

significance of the author, Kiley Reid, choosing to focus on a trio of 

roommates in the narrative. 

 

4. "Come and Get It" is situated in Fayetteville, Arkansas, with characters 

originating from different places. How do the diverse origins of Millie, 

Agatha, and Kennedy shape and challenge your expectations? Could this 

story have unfolded in a different location? Discuss the role of the setting 

in the narrative. 

 

5. The cover of "Come and Get It" features an illustration of a pig. Share your 

interpretation of this image in relation to the novel's themes. How does 

the cover art align with or depart from the narrative presented in the 

book? 

 

6. The novel delves into desire, entitlement, and consumption within a 

capitalist society, particularly through characters like Kennedy, Agatha, 

and Millie. Explore how each character is compelled by these themes and 

how their respective life stages influence their actions. 

 

7. Kennedy, seeking a fresh start, transfers to Arkansas. Why do you think 

the author, Kiley Reid, chose to make her characters transfer students? 

How does Millie's role as a fifth-year RA contribute to the unfolding of the 

story and its dynamics? 

 

8. How does the novel explore the themes of money and class? Discuss the 

different characters' attitudes and expectations toward money, such as 

Millie's scrimping, Kennedy's "retail therapy," and Tyler's dog fund. 
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9. Explore Millie's ambitions as a senior resident assistant. How do her goals 

and dreams drive her decisions throughout the story? Were there 

instances where her ambition conflicted with other aspects of her life? 

 

10. Analyze Agatha's role as a visiting professor and her influence on Millie. 

How does Agatha's unique offer impact Millie's life, and what are the 

consequences of Millie accepting it? 

 

11. Discuss the dorm pranks and their role in shaping relationships among 

the characters. How do these pranks contribute to the overall atmosphere 

in the dorm and influence character dynamics? 

 

12. The book emphasizes the consequences of not taking action. Can you 

recall specific instances where characters were presented with a bad idea 

but chose not to speak up or say no? How did this contribute to the overall 

narrative? 

 

13. Analyze the growth of the characters throughout the story. Did you find 

their choices realistic and well-developed? How did their decisions shape 

the course of the narrative? 

 

14. Discuss the social observations made by the author, particularly regarding 

money, relationships, and the dynamics of power. How effectively does 

the author comment on these aspects of modern society? 

 

15. How did you find Kiley Reid's writing style in this novel? Did it enhance 

the storytelling, and did you appreciate any specific literary devices or 

techniques used? 

 

16. Tyler plays a vital role in the dorm's unraveling, yet we only see her 

through the eyes of other characters. Discuss the choice of illustrating 

Tyler in this manner and the impact it has on the narrative. How does this 

approach shape our perception of Tyler? 

 

17. The novel is described as a tale of "illicit intrigue," "bad behavior," and 

"reckless abandon." Explore the interplay between freedom, both general 

and financial, and morality in the story. In what ways do characters 

navigate the tension between personal freedom and moral 

considerations? 
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18. Kennedy's room is filled with materialistic items for comfort in a new 

environment. Analyze how Reid evokes the concept of "taking up space" 

in the novel. Discuss how each character asserts authority over the space 

they inhabit. 

 

19. Explore instances of microaggressions in the novel and how they reflect 

class differences. Can you identify specific scenes where characters' 

backgrounds and financial situations create tension or misunderstanding? 

 

20.  Dive into Kennedy's character. What details in her portrayal make her 

stand out? How does her personality and choices contribute to the overall 

narrative, and did your perception of her change throughout the book? 

 

21. The title "Come and Get It" may have different interpretations. What do 

you think the title signifies, and how does it relate to the themes explored 

in the book? 

 

22. If you've read Kiley Reid's previous work, "Such a Fun Age," how does 

"Come and Get It" compare in terms of themes, characters, and 

storytelling? 

 

23. Kennedy undergoes two horrifying events in the narrative. Explore the 

characterization of these incidents. To what extent are they perceived as 

accidents, and why? How do these events shape Kennedy's journey in the 

story? 

 

24. The novel reaches a climax with a shocking calamity. Share your 

immediate reaction to this scene and discuss whether you anticipated 

such a turn of events. How does this moment impact the overall 

narrative? 

 

25. Discuss the significance of the "Knife Fight" scene involving Agatha and 

Robin. How does it provide insight into their relationship, and what does 

it reveal about the broader themes of the novel? 

 

26. Reid keenly observes cultural norms among college students. Examine 

Agatha's understanding of this subgroup and why she takes a keen 

interest in their motivations. Do you believe Agatha truly grasps their 

motivations, and why is it crucial to the story? 

 

27. Examine instances where characters choose inertia over action. How does 

this theme of inertia pick up speed and lead to significant consequences as 

the story progresses? 
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28. Analyze the ending of the novel. How do the characters reflect on their 

experiences, and do you find their resolutions satisfying or surprising? 

Discuss any lingering questions or thoughts you have after finishing the 

book. 

 

29. Share your favorite moments or quotes from the book. Did any particular 

scene or dialogue stand out to you? 

 

30. What are your overall impressions of "Come and Get It"? How does it 

compare to your expectations before reading it? 


