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Book Club Questions for  

Holly by Stephen King 

 

1. In the book "Holly," Stephen King introduces us to the character Holly 

Gibney. How does Holly's character evolve from her earlier appearances in 

Stephen King's works, such as "Mr. Mercedes" and "The Outsider"? Did you 

find her character development convincing? 

2. How do you think the absence of supernatural elements affected the story? 

Did you miss these elements, or did you appreciate the change in focus? 

3. Did you find the political themes distracting or integral to the story? How 

do you think the incorporation of political elements impacted the overall 

narrative? 

4. How did you feel about Holly's decision to take on Penny Dahl's case 

despite her personal challenges and her leave of absence? What motivated 

her to get involved, and did you find her actions justified? 

5. The Harris couple is depicted as complex characters with a hidden, dark 

side. Discuss the tension between their public personas and their secret 

activities. How did their characters contribute to the overall sense of dread in 

the story? 

6. Holly's profession as a private investigator requires her to confront 

disturbing cases. How does her dedication to seeking the truth impact her 

personally, and how does she cope with the darkness she encounters? 

7. Despite the absence of supernatural elements, "Holly" is described as a 

gripping story. What aspects of the storytelling kept you engaged and eager to 

read more? Were there any specific scenes or plot developments that stood 

out to you? 

8. The novel opens with a disturbing scene involving Jorge Castro and the 

Harris couple. How did this scene set the tone for the rest of the book, and 

what were your initial impressions of the Harris couple based on this 

encounter? 

9. Holly Gibney is a unique character, described as having autism spectrum 

disorder, obsessive-compulsive disorder, and sensory processing disorder. 

How did King's portrayal of Holly's character resonate with you, and how did 

her personal challenges influence her actions and decisions throughout the 

story? 

10. Stephen King's books often feature interconnected characters and 

references to his other works. Were there any connections or references in 

"Holly" that you noticed or found intriguing? How do these connections 

enhance your reading experience? 

 



2 
 

 Copyright © Wrote a Book  

11. The book touches on contemporary issues such as the COVID-19 

pandemic, Black Lives Matter, Trump, and the January 6 insurrection. How 

did these real-world events shape the story and contribute to its themes? 

12. The book explores the theme of hidden secrets and darkness beneath 

seemingly ordinary lives. Discuss the portrayal of Professors Rodney and 

Emily Harris and their secret in the basement. How did their characters 

contribute to the suspense and tension in the story? 

13. King often blends horror with human kindness in his storytelling. How 

did the author's portrayal of characters' inner landscapes and their goodness 

contrast with the disturbing acts of violence in the book? What effect did this 

have on your reading experience? 

14. Holly reflects on the idea of providence and a force in the affairs of people 

standing against evil. How did this theme of good versus evil play out in the 

novel, and what are your thoughts on Holly's perspective? 

15. The novel introduces a wide cast of characters, each with their own stories 

and connections to the central mystery. Which character or subplot stood out 

to you the most, and why? 

16. How would you compare "Holly" to other works by Stephen King that 

you've read? Do you think it ranks among his best works, or does it have its 

own unique appeal? 

 


