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Book Club Questions for  

Tom Lake by Ann Patchett 

 

1. In "Tom Lake," Lara's storytelling serves as a bridge between her past and 

the present. How does Lara's storytelling impact her relationship with her 

daughters, and how do these shared memories influence their perceptions of 

each other? 

2. The cherry orchard holds significant meaning for Lara and her family. How 

does the orchard symbolize both continuity and change in the story? In what 

ways does the orchard mirror the characters' experiences and emotions? 

3. Throughout the book, we see different forms of love unfold—from romantic 

to familial to platonic. How do these various expressions of love shape the 

characters' decisions and actions? Can you identify any moments where love 

serves as a driving force in the narrative? 

4. Theater and acting play a vital role in the characters' lives, especially for 

Lara during her time at Tom Lake. How do these theater experiences impact 

her sense of identity and purpose? How does Lara's passion for acting 

connect to the broader themes of the novel? 

5. As Lara recounts her past, we gain insights into the lives of characters like 

Peter Duke and her best friend Pallace. How do these secondary characters 

contribute to the depth of the narrative? What do their stories reveal about 

the main characters and the overarching themes of the book? 

6. The story unfolds during the spring of 2020, against the backdrop of a 

pandemic affecting the family's cherry-picking plans. How does the pandemic 

context shape the characters' interactions and choices? How does it add 

another layer of complexity to the events of the novel? 

7. Lara's daughters—Maisie, Emily, and Nell—all have their own unique paths 

and aspirations. How do their individual journeys mirror or contrast with 

Lara's experiences and choices? How do their stories contribute to the 

exploration of familial bonds? 

8. The novel explores the concept of happiness amidst life's challenges. Can 

you identify moments where characters find happiness or contentment, even 

when faced with difficulties? How does this theme intersect with the 

characters' personal growth? 

9. Throughout the book, there are moments of revelation and secrets coming 

to light. How do these surprises impact the characters and their 

relationships? In what ways do the hidden truths shape the trajectory of the 

narrative? 
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10. Lara's relationships—with her daughters, husband, and the people from 

her past—form the core of the story. How do these relationships evolve over 

time? How do they contribute to the overall sense of connection and 

belonging that the book explores? 

11. The alternating timelines between Lara's past and the present add depth 

to the narrative. How do these shifts in time enhance your understanding of 

the characters and their motivations? How does the structure of the novel 

create a more immersive reading experience? 

12. The characters often find solace and joy in the simple moments of life, 

such as picking cherries together. How do these everyday activities become 

significant in the context of the story? What do they reveal about the 

characters' values and priorities? 

13. Lara's journey from her theater experiences to her role in the family's 

orchard showcases her growth and transformation. How does Lara's 

character arc exemplify the themes of self-discovery and personal evolution? 

What lessons can we draw from her journey? 

14. The novel has been praised for its exploration of ordinary living and the 

strength of relationships. Can you pinpoint specific instances where these 

themes are highlighted? How do these moments contribute to the overall 

atmosphere and message of the book? 

15. "Tom Lake" has been described as a meditation on different forms of love 

and the lives led before significant moments. How do these meditations on 

love and past experiences enrich your understanding of the characters' 

motivations and choices? How do they contribute to the emotional resonance 

of the story? 

 


